America in Bloom
2017 EVALUATION REPORT
Community: Lexington, KY
Population Category: Over 50,000
Evaluation Dates: June 19-20, 2017
Judges: Karin Rindal and Douglas Airhart

America in Bloom envisions communities across the country as welcoming and vibrant places to live, work, and
play – benefitting from colorful plants and trees; enjoying clean environments; celebrating heritage; and
planting pride through volunteerism.
All evaluation criteria are adjusted to the climate and environmental conditions of the community’s location.
This Evaluation Report is based upon your community’s efforts in each of the following criteria:
Criteria

Possible Points

Actual Points

1. Floral Displays

175.00

156.50

2. Landscaped Areas

175.00

159.50

3. Urban Forestry

175.00

158.00

4. Environmental Efforts

175.00

156.50

5. Heritage Preservation

175.00

162.00

6. Overall Impression

125.00

112.00

Total

1000

904.50

%

0.9045

Bloom Rating

5

Five blooms = 85% Four blooms = 72.50–84.95% Three blooms = 60.00–72.45% Two blooms = 45.00–59.95% One bloom = <45.00%

Community representatives to receive the Evaluation Report:
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Name: Ann Garrity

Title: AIB Lexington Chair

Email: anngarrity@gmail.com

Name: Linda Gorton

Title: Past Vice Mayor, Lexington

Email: lgorton@ky.gov

Name: Jim Gray

Title: Mayor - Lexington

Email: mayorlexingtonky.gov
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General Observations and Recommendations:
Recommendations are indicated in italics.
Bravo to Lexington for your fourth year of participation in the America in Bloom Awards Program and for
increasing your ranking within a FIVE bloom rating. The natural beauty of your city is compelling. One does
not have to go very far outside the city proper to experience the expansive rolling bucolic grass lands. It is easy
to see why it is considered the Horse Capital of the World but there is a lot more than that going on in
Lexington.
A real strength of America in Bloom Lexington and a signiﬁcant reason for their remarkable success has been the
cooperation and collaboration between many volunteer and civic groups, as well as municipal leaders.
Lexington in Bloom members cross pollinate by participating in the activities, programs and projects of other
organizations where collaboration helps gets things done. This is commendable.
Encouraging and expanding cooperation among the many organizations that address community needs has
been a major focus of the America in Bloom Lexington team. You might want to start documenting the number of
volunteer hours each year as this number is impressive and keeps growing. This could help with grants and
support from the city and state. In the near future the many grants you rely upon maybe harder to receive. A biweekly or regular e-newsletter sent to a broad list of interested “Bloomies” to share news of upcoming events,
generate enthusiasm and inspire action is a way to rally even greater participation in scheduled activities. Walter
Heath from AIB participant Morro Bay puts out an excellent example.
Tourism is a vital component of the city and many opportunities exist for a whole host of diﬀerent activities.
These are outlined in informative Lexington Kentucky magazine maps. The University of Kentucky Arboretum
should be listed along with other area attractions on the map.
Lexington sees the value of being in the AIB program. A nice touch was the mayor’s proclamation of AIB Day.
Perhaps you could encourage your neighboring local communities to participate as well. The University of
Kentucky could participate on its own. There are numerous other Kentucky towns that would beneﬁt like
Bardstown, Berea and Harrodsburg to name a few. Since the symposium will be in Lexington next year this
would be an ideal time for them to start.
Many thanks also for putting together a great itinerary. With so much to see in Lexington, we realize this is a
tremendous challenge. The mini tour of the city the ﬁrst evening was a helpful orientation. The walking tour
of downtown allowed us to experience the heart of the city as a resident and tourist would. You might want
to consider oﬀering the tour as a “Bloomin” fee-based fundraiser to local residents or even tourists. Some
participants commented that they learned new things even though they had lived in Lexington for a long time.
You might also want to consider copying what St. Charles, IL did to create a unique and specially-printed map
that overlaid the AIB tour stops onto a colorful map. The itinerary map was also posted online on the St.
Charles in Bloom webpage in an interactive mode so others could virtually experience the 35 stops involved.
http://stcharlesil.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=6d251c0e1c1d4e9d80636b1a752e34d0
In turn each actual tour stop was marked with a small sign designating it as an America in Bloom tour stop so
that the public passing by became aware of the eﬀort. Contact Maureen Lewis email: mlewis@st.charlesil.gov
for more information.
Thank you for participating in the 2017 America in Bloom Awards program and for all your gracious and
2

Lexington, KY 2017

All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2017

generous hospitality. We hope this evaluation will provide encouragement that you are doing many things
amazingly well. We also hope it offers some new ideas for enhancing your community. You should be very
proud of what you have accomplished. We look forward to visiting Lexington again for the 2018 Symposium
which is certain to be a delightful experience. Please let us know if we can be of assistance to you as you
continue to enhance Lexington year after year.
-- Karin Rindal and Douglas Airhart
Note: See comments section at the conclusion for observations about printed material provided in advance of
and during the judge’s visit.
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1. Floral Displays
Max points

Actual
Score

Flower beds, containers, planters, baskets, window boxes, trellises. Arrangement, originality,
distribution, location, diversity, balance, harmony, quality of maintenance. Use and
integration of annuals, perennials, ornamental grasses, bulbs, tropical plants, and seasonal
flowers and colorful foliage that provide year-round interest.
Municipal
Leadership and plan of action for floral displays

20

19

Concept and design, variety of plantings, overall effect

20

18.5

Maintenance and quality of displays

20

18

Design for all seasons

15

13

Concept and design, overall effect

15

14

Maintenance and quality of displays

15

14

Concept and design, overall effect

15

13

Maintenance and quality of displays

15

12

Volunteer involvement in design, planting, and maintenance of floral displays

20

18

Financial and in-kind contributions to floral displays

20

17

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

175.00

156.50

Business

Residential

Community Involvement

Observations and Recommendations:
Lexington has an extensive area down its Main Street decorated with beautiful hanging baskets and many
varied groupings of very large planters. Pots are positioned strategically so cars do not smash into store
windows.
Our visit to the private residence Botherum and its gardens was a standout floral display experience. The
grounds of the Hunt Morgan House also featured lovely white hydrangea specimens. There were many other
stunning examples in private homes. Lexington also offers floral displays planted in large shapes from the “T”
planted in red flowers at Transylvania University to the horse shoe-shaped planting in front of the sculpture of
famed horse Man O’War. While none were in bloom, peonies are also reportedly a wonderful floral perennial
in the area as well. Blooming shade garden plantings at University of Kentucky Arboretum were particularly
nicely done. A standout was Begonia boliviensis ‘Santa Barbara’, a new heat and drought-tolerant trailing
begonia variety that is good in containers.
Hanging baskets are a staple of Main Street and installed every year in time for Mother’s Day. This year the
Parks Department conducted an experiment that proved to be very successful. The “test” was unique in our
judging experiences. The Parks Department has normal hanging baskets on one side of Main Street and 20
new water-saving containers on the other. The twenty experimental baskets were purchased at last year’s AIB
symposium. The hanging baskets on both sides of the streets were doing well during the judge’s visit and
although no obvious drastic differences were noticeable, a few of the new water-wise baskets looked slightly
better in the judges’ opinion.
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But the test 20 baskets have required water only 4 days a week while the 131 old style containers are watered
7 days a week. The obvious advantage is that a little less than 50% of the water is conserved; but that also
means that less labor is expended. Double Savings!
While eye catching, lush and colorful at a distance, the impactful planters on Main Street and elsewhere were
often planted with random and sometimes clashing color combinations and with plants without similar light
and water needs, e.g. marigolds with begonias. The use of sweet potato vine without a means to control it
could become problematic. Sweet potato vine often outperforms other plant material if it is not regularly
trimmed or planted in its own container inside the large one.
Consider using paint swatches from a local hardware store or a Pantone color book from a printer to identify
the color of backdrops to planting beds so the colors are appropriate. A color wheel can also be a useful tool in
plant color selection. https://www.amazon.com/Gardeners-Color-Wheel-ExcitingCombinations/dp/B000KMAF1M. Any of the books by color expert Leatrice Eiseman could be helpful resources.
Consider also adding some flowering standards to increase height in some of the containers that are not
directly in the traffic turn line of sight. This could also help with noise reduction and work to screen pedestrians
from traffic without blocking storefront signage.
Lexington could benefit from talking to AIB participant Midland, MI about their city containers and the process
they go through to identify appropriate plant material. Midland has an arboretum-style garden, its Dow
Gardens, and is another AIB community that is the site of annual plant trials. Midland in Bloom members and
the city staff actively work with Dow Garden trial bed results to guide their choice of floral material for
downtown containers the following year. Contacts in Midland are Regina Pederson, America in Bloom
Committee gina.pederson@gmail.com and Karen Murphy, Midland Public Services, Director,
kmurphy@midland-mi.org
Some of the businesses on Main Street need to be counseled on better plant selection for their containers. In
particular, the Lion Building needs help with its containers. Roses in a shaded area are not the best choice. And
in a sunny area it is better to select a rose variety bred for a container and requiring less maintenance like Rosa
‘Belinda’, a UK Cooperative Extension Service recommendation. Roses in containers need to be transplanted
into larger containers every two years, as they deplete the soil faster than other perennials. Or consider using a
recommendation from the trial rose garden at the arboretum, or switch to a lower care perennial shrub type,
like a dwarf boxwood. Enlist Master Gardeners to visit shop owners and offer advice on plantings. The
arboretum could also publish the results of their best performing trial plants each year and Master Gardeners
could distribute the list to Main Street and other local businesses.
There was talk of designating a city flower, along with a set of other city-designated plant life like a shade tree,
a flowering ornamental tree, or woody perennial, etc. We encourage this. Expanses of a single flower would
bring the unique feel created by the expanses of green grassland into the downtown areas. Lexington resident
Jon Carloftis would be a helpful participant in narrowing down suitable choices.
At lunch the subject of allium varieties came up. Plantings of Allium ‘Millenium’ were eye-catching in other AIB
communities. For other alliums that might be worth considering, see
http://ahsgardening.org/uploads/pdfs/OrnAlliums_TAG_SO14.pdf. They would be a good choice to add
another season of interest to downtown planters.
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There was also discussion of planting containers with a red, white, and blue color selection in the future.
Following is a potential recipe for an Americana motif:
1) Petunia ‘Night Sky’ http://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers/flower-plants/petunia/petunia-nightsky/t67535TM
2) Red Geranium varieties: (varieties listed are more heat tolerant than average)
‘Americana’ http://www.parkswholesaleplants.com/spring-plants/annuals-ai/geranium-zonalamericana-dark-red/
‘Eclipse’ http://www.gardenexpress.com.au/product/geranium-eclipse-velvet-red/
‘Fidelity’ https://www.smittyslawnandlandscape.com/product-page/fidelity-dark-red
or ‘Maverick Red’ http://www.learn2grow.com/plants/pelargonium-maverick-red-maverick-series/
or Ivy Geranium (less showy flowers, cascading rather than upright, better heat tolerance)
‘Red Blizzard’ http://www.gardenharvestsupply.com/productcart/pc/Blizzard-Dark-Red-IvyGeranium-Live-Plant-2-5-Inch-Pot-p5081.htm
or ‘Cascade’ http://www.petittigardencenter.com/index.php/plant-list/details/3/111003/plant-listivy-geranium-red-mini-cascade
3) For white filler either: Euphorbia ‘Diamond Frost’
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/euphorbia/diamond-frost-euphorbia-hybrid or
Nemesia ‘White Lagoon’ https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/nemesia/white-lagoon-nemesiafruticans
Note: add Burgundy Cordyline http://magnoliagardensnursery.com/plants/cordyline-australis-redsensation-red-sensation-cordyline/ for height. If selecting an ivy geranium, plant with blue around it,
red around that and white as edging circle.
Adding hanging plants from the bridge across from the Lincoln Mural on Vine Street would be a nice addition.
This area is slated for one of several interesting redevelopment projects in Lexington. Community input was
collected as part of a project called the Parking Lot Diaries. Greenery to increase shade, to mitigate noise and
exhaust, and to beautify the space was ranked #2; #1 was implementing pedestrian safety improvements to
cross Vine Street.
The pop-up garden seating structure in the Southlands area is a noteworthy effort attempting to combat huge
expansive tarred parking lots typical of ‘Retro Malls’. The structure would be “softened” if flowering vines were
planted in the containers allowing them to trail down, as well as up. The upward vines would help provide
needed shade. These could be ornamental or ones that produce a mini vegetable or fruit since this is the site of
a weekly Farmer’s Market. For example, AIB community Logan, OH is using mouse melon (Melothria scabra) as
a decorative vine on guide wires in its edible garden area.( See
https://www.botanicalinterests.com/product/melon-cucamelon-mouse-melon-heirloomseeds/category:vegetables/filter:78 ) If you continue to use shade-preferring begonias and impatiens, be
mindful of the intense sun and heat in the area and consider a different selection if they did not perform well in
the heat of summer.
One of Lexington’s garden clubs has an active contest program for outstanding home and business floral
landscapes. To further encourage residential area plantings, Celebrate!/Lexington is interested in adding to
this effort, rather than competing directly. A suggestion is to introduce a gateway entrance contest. Many
horse farms and neighborhoods have name signage designating their entrances. A few are already nicely
planted. One area to target in particular for increased residential floral planting would be South Ashland.
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Another idea would be a contest focused on an AIB criteria other than floral
and landscape, i.e. historic preservation, environment, or forestry. An award
for “best” flowering or fall color tree in a homeowner’s yard comes to mind
here to encourage more color display.
We discussed the plans to honor Community Champions with a daffodil bed
planting. Consider planting the daffodils in a drift, looking to the pattern in
the carpet at the airport for a planting bed layout. (See photo) As other
champions add their “drift through the community,” plant in parallel but
opposing thicknesses, i.e. where one drift becomes narrow the other drift
becomes wide. Planting in this fashion would mimic the long expanses of
grassland - a hallmark of the Lexington area. Identify a daffodil choice that
was introduced the year the honoree was born or became active in the
community in order to establish an heirloom daffodil area to truly honor their
longstanding commitment to Lexington.
Right now the Lexington Parks Department staff does the decorating of city hall for the holidays. Getting help
can be a challenge. Consider contacting local garden clubs whose members might no longer be as able to tend
gardens, but who have decorating talents, and enlist their help in decorating it and other city buildings. They
might also be a source for fresh greenery rather than artificial and/or be able to provide additional weekly
floral bouquets with a holiday theme. Fall tree trimmings could be provided to them as source material by the
Parks Department.
Lexington recently established a panhandler control program where individuals are paid to pick up litter. With
a little additional training, they could also be used to weed containers or at least to remove the cigarette butts
and trash from planters along Main Street.
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2. Landscaped Areas
Max points

Actual Score

Overall design and suitability of landscape, turf, and ground covers. Use of native and introduced
plants. Good use of design principles (i.e., balance of plant material and constructed elements,
harmony, color, texture, shape, focal points, etc.). Sustainability. Integration of lighting, hardscapes,
and site elements such as lamp posts, water features, drinking fountains, bicycle racks, benches,
trash/recycling receptacles, etc. Maintenance (weeds, mulching practices, edging). Site rejuvenation
and rehabilitation. Efforts in strategic planning. Community gardens, children’s gardens, healing
gardens, pollinator gardens, Backyard Wildlife Habitat, Audubon, and other specialty public gardens
and zoos.
Municipal
Overall design and planting of landscape, turf and groundcovers

15

13.5

Environmental management of sports fields and turf

15

13.5

Quality of landscape maintenance

15

14

Sustainable management, naturalization and eco-design

15

14.5

Overall design and planting of landscape

15

13

Management of turf and groundcovers

10

9

Quality of landscape maintenance

15

13.5

Overall design and planting of landscape

15

13

Management of turf and groundcovers

15

13

Quality of landscape maintenance

15

13

15

14.5

15

15

175.00

159.50

Business

Residential

Community Involvement
Volunteer involvement, i.e. garden clubs, neighborhood groups, Master Gardeners and
University extension, in funding, planting, and maintenance of landscaped areas
Participation in future planning (committees, councils, and advisory boards.)
Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

Observations and Recommendations:
Lexington has a multitude of different landscaped areas, including most types of different landscape techniques with a
very wide variety of plants. This was an excellent visit to experience the diversity of Lexington. Everywhere on our tour
there were ample roadway medians and rights of ways and large municipal parks. Beautiful city pocket parks included
not only landscaping plant materials of turf, herbaceous flowering plants, perennial plants and shrubs, and trees, but
also hundreds of works of art and sculpture, and related-use aspects like bicycle racks, historical monuments, historic
placards, and fountains.
The photo to the left represents the usual presentation of landscaped
areas along Main Street. IMPRESSIVE!
One park, in particular, captured our interest: Town Branch Commons
linear park. Although still under construction, we were impressed that it
will feature a variety of water elements, representing the water that
flows underground from one end of town to the other. However, at any
one existing water feature, it is difficult to realize you are standing above a river. We recommend devising and installing
descriptive placards historical markers for the existing water features to make that connection.
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This project offers a strong potential for community improvement, involvement, and increased respect for
environmental concerns. We applaud the community and its administration for developing this type of segmented linear
community park.
We recommend developing a specific pallet of perennial plants to help unify the full length of linear park special features
with repeating landscape colors and shapes. These might be separate from the annual color features. Consider a project
for UK students to select a series of herbaceous perennials, flowering shrubs and evergreen trees for this pallet of
suggested plants. At the new terminal park planned for the river emergence section, the project might include plants that
were planted by early settlers for fruits and nuts (http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1933-1--treesused-by-the-pioneers.pdf ). Not too many communities have presentations about pioneer tree and shrub food plants.
This would provide one more unique character of the linear park.
On our walk along Main Street at Pierce Park, a nice touch was provided
by artwork designed to match the colors of the landscape plants.
However, we also found turf that was scalped in places, and many
sections had broadleaf weeds (Note: these were definitely the exception
from most parks). More attention to proper mower heights and direction
during summer season, and judicial broadleaf weed control in early spring
would benefit the aesthetics here.
In Woodland Park tree and shrub specimens are labelled with nice markers. This adds educational interest among the
park’s recreational interest and aesthetics. We recommend you continue to install and increase the number of plant
labels in your community parks. The plastic markers at Southside Vocational Tech were made of material that would not
tolerate writing by sharpie pens. We feel the use of this type of label has merit, particularly in areas suffering label abuse
by visitors.
The UK arboretum was a very enjoyable component of the evaluation tour. We recommend providing for residential and
community workshops to discuss the perennial shade mixture of plants, especially for the varieties of begonias that have
been selected, and continue to increase the educational use of the home demo garden.
Lexington recycles plant material in interesting ways. The use of large sections of old hollow
storm-damaged trees for climbing and tunneling at parks was a delightful addition.
The Southland Avenue Retro project to design pop-up combinations of seats and planters
was impressive and interesting. The Donor Listing was a nice touch to recognize community
involvement. These seem to have potential for increased numbers and applications
throughout the community, and we encourage soliciting more sponsoring donors for

increasing these numbers https://www.fastcompany.com/40404791/combining-crowdfunding-and-place-

making-to-help-communities-improve-themselves?mc_cid=35847741d7&mc_eid=0a84a6c650

One disadvantage noticed during our visit was noise from the street. In future projects consider large-but-still-portable
boxed trees and shrubs that provide visual and sound screening from the adjacent street. Fabric artwork might also
provide more flexible use as visual screening. Perhaps it could hang from temporary lines connecting the street trees (but
be sure these lines are completely removed from any trees when dismantled!).
The Cardinal Health Rehab Hospital grow-again garden is an excellent method to involve the community in projects to
benefit people with disabilities. The Greenhouse 17 program for women affected by domestic abuse was rewarding to
visit for both goals: providing support to people who require assistance with their lives, and combining that with
teaching food and flower production. Sometimes programs like these feel that they are alone in their interests and
activities. We ask that AIB Lex encourage both of these programs to make contact with and solicit input from the
American Horticultural Therapy Association (www.ahta.org) to find similar programs with which to share programming
ideas and solutions to problems.
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Lexington is unique in its substantial effort to bring good quality food to residents that might not otherwise have access.
The various community gardens, as well as the Parks Department efforts to plant fruit-bearing trees and shrubs for lowincome residents, could benefit from Kresge Foundation grants. One of the focuses is on healthy food systems that
benefit these communities. Awards range from $180,000 to $750,000.
One of the parks had a new large and modern playground with recent modifications to improve safety and access for
multiple users to increase outside recreational activities. The equipment was modern and enabling for individuals with
disabilities, including a ramped entry on a swinging platform suitable for wheelchairs, and secured seating on a spinning
platform.
The park had recently removed the organic pine bark/woodchip mulch
from underneath the play equipment and replaced it with thick foam
material that was multipurpose. It provided safer landing surface than
did the mulch; it was not dusty; it was much more attractive and durable
than the mulch; it didn’t wash out with rainstorms; and it didn't spread
by foot traffic or wind onto adjacent sidewalks. It definitely improved the
appearance of the entire playground, and we hope that more park
playground surfaces are replaced by this foam material.
We did notice by sound that the swing sets were in need of lubrication. Noise isn't the only concern in this case, because
wear and tear on hooks, chains and hinges can create weak connections that might fail when the metal gets worn too
thin.
This particular park had a few recently planted landscape areas and the old playground mulch was used to cover the
disturbed surfaces, which is commendable and cost effective. We recommend you establish a plant labeling program,
which might even include the children in the park day care program to help make the labels. For example, larger river
stones could be partially painted and then either printed or inscribed with the names of the plants. Involving the children
who use the park would provide a degree of freedom from vandalism, we believe.
While we are on the topic of playgrounds, we recently were notified by AIB office of a program providing playgrounds
for senior citizens who are kids at heart in body, mind and spirit. We support programs that promote intergenerational
activities, and recommend you consider this option. Check out:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/04/playgrounds-forseniors_n_7452270.html?mc_cid=588634ee96&mc_eid=0a84a6c650.
The Paris Pike iconic dry stone wall section was indeed beautiful as promised, and having projects to conserve/preserve
scenic byways is impressive. The profile mentioned the 2017 corridor enhancement match received eight applications,
but it does not indicate whether this is an increase or decrease. Keep up the good work. We hope to see another
completed project at the 2018 Symposium and Awards Program.
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3. Urban Forestry
Actual Score

Max points

Distribution, variety and suitability of trees; new plantings; urban tree program; qualified
personnel or access to trained individual(s); inventory or database; frequency of tree surveys;
care and maintenance programs; preservation of heritage trees and woodlots and green
buffer zones; scheduled succession plantings, Tree City USA and their Growth Award. Efforts
in management, planning, maintenance, improvement, and innovation. Written policies,
bylaws and regulations, long- and short-term plans, trees on private property protected.
Municipal
Overall plan of action, tree planting programs, variety of species, inventory

20

18

Tree maintenance

15

14

Preservation and restoration of natural areas

15

14

Tree protection/planting regulations and by-laws

15

14.5

Overall planting program

20

18

Tree maintenance

15

13

Overall planting program

20

18

Tree maintenance

15

13

20

18

20

17.5

175.00

158.00

Business

Residential

Community Involvement
Volunteer involvement in funding, planting, and maintenance of trees
(i.e. Tree City USA)
Volunteer involvement of youth in tree programs (i.e., Arbor Day, etc.)
Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

Observations and Recommendations:
Lexington is very fortunate to have the expertise available from the University of Kentucky Urban Forestry
Institute (UFI). When combined with the experiences and capabilities of LFUCG Urban Forester Tim Queary
and Arborist Senior John Saylor, there is no option but to respect their past achievements and to maintain a
bright hope for continued improvements.
In addition, there is a non-profit friends group ‘Trees Lexington!’ It “encourages, engages, educates, and
assists community members in the planting and care of trees to create a healthy and sustainable tree canopy
in Lexington”. This mission is a perfect complement to the UFI and LFUCG urban forestry efforts. Together,
these three components create a hallmark program of urban forestry for Lexington.
The Lexington Tree Board provides excellent brochures (Lexington Street Tree Guidelines; Stop Tree Topping;
and The Lexington Tree Board) and door hangers (Stop the Emerald Ash Borer, A Friendly Reminder, and As a
Courtesy’ notices about pruning.
John Saylor was supported to attend the Society of Municipal Arborists’ Municipal Forestry Institute. Highly
Commendable! This training is “state of the art” on a national and international scale. We recommend that
Mr. Saylor apply this training to professional development and attempt to earn Municipal Specialist
certification. We feel confident that such participation will be a major benefit for future development and
improvements associated with urban forestry management and planning, especially within – but also broader
than - the scope of the AIB criterion. Continued training is important.
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We recommend you continue and expand your direct relationship with the Kentucky Urban Forestry
Council and the Kentucky Urban and Community Forestry (especially for its Grant Program). Also, consider
devising and hosting a Regional Urban Forestry Improvement Workshop(s) for the benefit of other
communities in Kentucky, and perhaps even hosting the State Urban Forestry Conference.
We received an expandable folder of UFI and LFUCG urban forestry reports that summarize the depth of their
activities.
The new LFUCG 2017 Urban Forestry Management Plan (draft copy received) incorporates previous
projects and in-depth reports prepared by the prestigious Davey Resource Group, including: 2013 Urban Tree
Canopy Assessment and Planting Plan, 2015 Lexington Tree Canopy Report Card, and 2015 Comprehensive
Urban Tree Canopy Analysis Report. These references document the recent commitment of this community to
Urban Forestry.
•
•

•

The Historical Context chart (p 18-19, Chpt 2) of the Management Plan would be a good addition to future
Community Profiles in this section to demonstrate the full depth of commitment Lexington has to urban forestry.
The 2006 street tree windshield survey pie graph (p 44, Chpt 2) indicates 14 individual tree species, plus 59
miscellaneous species. However, this information is a decade old, and would be an excellent project using
students in the UFI to update to present status.
The two management plan phases described in Chapter 4 provide ample objectives for yearly improvements, as
well. We particularly enjoy the youth involvement shown in Chapter 3 and 4 photographs, and hope to see more
indications of youth participation in your future profiles.

Within the above noted plan, the 2015 Lexington Tree Canopy Report Card has an overall grade of C-, the
average of grades in five categories among the 12 council districts. This particular report provides Lex AIB great
first considerations for urban forestry actions because it includes needed improvements in all aspects of
municipal, industrial, educational, and residential situations. The ‘Take Action!’ section (p 17-18) makes
specific suggestions to make a difference now and for future generations; any of which would be worth your
consideration to improve your future scores urban forestry.
The 2015 2nd Revised Edition of Planting Manual is well written and comprehensive. This would be an
excellent reference for all urban forestry programs in Kentucky, and to other mid-south states. Consider
submitting a proposal to the State Division of Forestry or Urban Forestry and Community Programs
administrators that would allow this report to be upgraded to an official state publication.
The Hazard Street Tree (cost-share) Removal Program (Guidelines, Application and Cover Letter) would be a
good item to submit to Society of Municipal Arborists for consideration as an article in its magazine “City
Trees” (citytreeseditor@gmail.com).
We did notice two particular areas of concern during the visit:
On Main Street, the exclusive use of willow oaks creates a monoculture, which is not recommended for
urban tree plantings. Consider planting each block with separate varieties of trees. This would allow uniformity
among blocks, but overcome the threat of monoculture populations. Some of the existing trees had moderate
to severe symptoms of iron deficiency, and others had stem-tip dieback in their canopies, the typical general
stress symptom of street trees. If these trees continue to develop more severe stress symptoms, consider
amending the plant soil with biochar or mycorrhiza-containing growing mix. Even that might not solve the
particular problem If not, consider replacing them with more street-friendly varieties like Kentucky coffeetree,
black gum, ginkgo-male species, yellowwood, or ‘Ivory Silk’ tree lilac (a smaller tree).
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Along Market Street from Old County Courthouse to Gratz Park, the sidewalks from about the 180 to
300 sections had numerous empty and unmanaged tree pits that created pedestrian trip and ankle-wrench
hazards. This section of sidewalk needs attention. Either amend the soil and plant new specimens or fill and
level these unused tree pits.
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4. Environmental Efforts

Max Points

Actual Score

Sustainability practices. Recycling (paper, glass, metal, plastic, electronics, clothing, etc.),
transfer/recycle stations, policies and by-laws, sustainable development strategies, waste
reduction, hazardous waste minimization and collection (oil, paint, chemicals, used
batteries, etc.), water quality and conservation, energy conservation, environmental
cleanup activities, reducing carbon footprint, environmentally friendly transportation,
LEED certification, air, noise and light pollution, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), rain
gardens and rain barrels, composting, energy efficiency, youth programs, etc. Events such
as Earth Day, Recycling Days, Bike to Work Days, etc.
Leadership in environmental initiatives

25

23

Effective communication of environmental strategies and initiatives

25

23

New programs, improvement and innovation

25

24

Participation in environmental efforts

20

17

New programs, improvement and innovation

10

8

Participation in environmental efforts

20

17

New programs, improvement and innovation

10

8

Volunteer involvement in environmental efforts

20

18

Youth participation in environmental activities

20

18.5

175.00

156.50

Municipal

Business

Residential

Community Involvement

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

Observations and Recommendations:
Under the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Services, Lexington is obviously and seriously
involved in sustainable development efforts and public awareness. The tour included ample examples of these
efforts.
We were most impressed with the comprehensive recycling efforts of this community. Lexington has
implemented multiple programs and techniques for collection services. Their refuse weight reduction efforts
are exemplary and are deserving of national recognition.
This component would be worthy of special attention during the 2018 AIB symposium. Samples of the
containers and perhaps even a demonstration or explanation, or both, provided by some of the proponents
(municipal staff) and users (Seedleaf community gardening) would be worthwhile.
Although the 2017 profile mentions the “Grubby” and 45 related workshops for kitchen scraps in 2015, there
was no information about 2016 or 2017 efforts. We recommend keeping a running tab on these activities and
documenting the increase in public participation in these events. Hopefully, workshop attendance will correlate
to the increase in the use and collection quantities from these recycling efforts. This information is very
important and potentially can be the rationale for funds to increase the quantity of educational events.
Progress attained on the numbers and the attendance would be interesting statistics in the profile information.
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We were able to visit the bi-lingual Bryan Station Middle School and attend an excellent presentation at their
outdoor environmental education station. It also contains an active rain garden, collecting run off from the
nearby parking lot. This facility seems like an excellent venue for hands-on
instruction and to increase youth involvement in the environmental efforts of
Lexington.
We had an interesting occurrence when three of us sat on a seat of one of the
tables: our weight caused the table to tip backward to the ground. The tables need
to be stabilized with firmer footing than provided by the woodchip mulch.
We also noticed that the theft-prevention security cables strung between tables
created a tripping threat and a serious access-limiting situation (photo below). We recommend that individual
eye-bolt rods be secured into the ground at one leg of each bench, through which separate smaller lengths of
cable can be loosely attached to one of the legs. The benches could then be partially moveable for
repositioning, and yet still secure.
McConnell Springs offered a glimpse into multi-disciplinary stormwater practices in Lexington. There are
excellent educational boards at the observation platform about wetland preservation. These describe the
three stages of stormwater screening, detention and retention. The most impressive features were the
floating islands used for water filtration. The solar-powered aeration island was especially interesting. You
might want to share information on your efforts
here with AIB participant St. Charles, IL. They are
working on similar efforts alongside the Fox River.
The observation platform at this location also
provides an excellent location for birdwatching,
and for the addition of more educational boards
with information about birds and wildlife
commonly seen here.
At the entrance to this park there was an herbaceous perennial garden, yet there
was no indication of the types of plants or its potential purposes. The plants were
particularly active with pollinator bees during our visit, and we think that an
educational opportunity exists; consider adding plant name labels and information
board about pollinator garden plantings and benefits.
The Ashland Estate parking area uses decorative cinderblock pavers in the parking area. This was easy to walk
on. We recommend that similar permeable pavers be installed at all other municipal facilities with gravel
parking lots or drives. The only concern is a slight problem with weeds that grow in the gravel filler, it might be
possible to plant these with low growing in creeping herbs, such as frequently found in mortarless pavers for
walkways.
The renovated parking area near the Lincoln Mural has incorporated rain gardens that make the lots both
attractive and environmentally sound endeavors. We hope they will eventually become commonplace in
Lexington.
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Near a downtown post office, we observed a very large street-side structure, described as an electric charging
station for the electric busses. They can pull to the side of the road and under this structure to make electric
connection. The battery will receive a charge-up from overhead as they wait on their scheduled route.
INGENIOUS!
For Lexington, the concept of “In-Fill” is associated with the local land
development restriction program, the Urban Service Boundary, as a rallying term
for its focus on sustainable development. This boundary limits development into
rural areas, to protect the historic Bluegrass farmland, the character and beauty of
the horse capital of the world. It forces planners and developers to be creative
with spaces, rather than continue the ‘easy’ practice of urban sprawl. We think it
can be summarized as: “Develop it upward (maybe even downward), not
Example of In-Fill Construction
outward!” This corresponds to the vision and mission of America in Bloom, as
well, protecting significant economic and environmental features of communities,
and particularly protecting the quality of life implications for Lexington-Fayette County.
Another strong and progressive program conserving and preserving county properties is the Rural Area &
Purchase of Development Rights Program, referred to as the PDR. This program began in 1958 with the urban
growth boundary, concerned with limiting sewer services to a defined area. Lexington and Fayette County
merged their governments in 1974. In 1999 the Rural Land Management Plan was adopted that required 40
acre minimum properties for houses in rural areas. The PDR followed in 2000. It is a voluntary program
designed to preserve in perpetuity agricultural land in the county outside of the urban service boundary; its
goal was to gain 50,000 acres under protection, and it has about 30,000 so far. Farms are ranked by soil
quality, historic interest/structures, scenic views, closeness to other PDR farms, etc. We believe descriptions of
both of these preservation programs and their successes would be an excellent presentation for the 2018 AIB
Symposium.
Restaurants, particularly fast food establishments, are a major source of waste, both of uneaten food and
containers, not to mention straws. An opportunity to increase points in this criteria in future evaluations exists
through a new program initiative that would encourage local restaurants to apply to become a green certified
restaurant through the Green Restaurant Association. The GRA rates existing restaurants and food service
operations in seven environmental categories: water efficiency, waste reduction and recycling, sustainable
furnishings and building materials, sustainable food, energy, reusables & environmentally preferable
disposables, and chemical and pollution reduction. See http://www.dinegreen.com/certification-standards.
Even without official designation the site offers information on sources of environmentally-friendly supplies
and an overview of the areas that need to be addressed.
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5. Heritage Preservation

Max Points

Actual Score

Historical, natural, agricultural, and cultural heritage. Preservation and restoration of buildings,
homes, churches, cemeteries; heritage sites and/or monuments; heritage parks, historical
gardens; historical trees, artifacts; historical society; heritage advisory committee, museums,
archives, history books, land trusts/conservation easements and interpretative programs;
ordinances and policies including protection of structures/sites from demolition/development.
Resource availability. Farmers markets, festivals and parades.
Leadership in preservation and restoration initiatives

25

24.5

Legal protection of heritage sites

25

23

Resource availability for preservation and restoration

25

24.5

Conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of properties

15

14

Participation in and support of heritage/cultural activities

15

14

Conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of properties

15

14

Participation in and support of heritage/cultural activities

15

14

Volunteer involvement in cultural, historical, and natural heritage activities

20

18

Youth involvement in heritage activities

20

16

175.00

162.00

Municipal

Business

Residential

Community Involvement

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

Observations and Recommendations:

Founded in 1775, Lexington has a long and storied past. Settled by Irish Scottish settlers, McConnell Springs is
the spot where Lexington originated. Now a nature park, an interesting fountain at its entry looks like it
bubbles like the spring that drew people to this spot. The nature-based classes are held here are indicative of
Lexington’s integrative approach: historical locations have non-historical use, pieces of historic properties are
recycled, and art has a recycled component. There is “cross-pollination” on many fronts.
Early on Lexington was referred to as the “Athens of the West” and remains a cultured and educationallyfocused spot today. With education at the forefront, Transylvania University was the first school west of the
Allegheny Mountains. Today Lexington is home to the University of Kentucky as well. With a rich variety of
architectural styles, pages could be devoted to cataloguing Lexington’s beautiful historic properties.
Attendance is encouraged by the fact that one ticket gives you admission to the key historical sites: The Hunt
Morgan House, Waveland State Historic Site, Ashland, Mary Todd Lincoln House and Henry Clay’s estate,
Ashland.
The area’s most noted historic figure was undoubtedly statesman and farmer Henry Clay. Over his lifetime his
holdings grew to an impressive 600+ acres. Also looking for opportunities for improvement, one of his main
crops was hemp used for making sacks and rope. A controlled plot of Italian hemp is being grown on the
property this year for historical demonstration purposes. An outdoors man, Clay imported trees from around
the world and was influenced by English style lawns and gardens. He enjoyed acquiring what no one else had
at the time. A walled garden reflects the style of a formal garden of Clay's era. It was begun in 1950 and is
maintained by the Garden Club of Lexington. It would be interesting to hear more about the history of the
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garden and its evolution, along with an English gardening symposium or other educational materials. Or
consider taking a broader approach to bringing Clay’s ideas and orientation into the 21st century by applying
some of the activities of Stone Barns – part of the Rockefeller estate – to Ashland (See
http://story.stonebarnscenter.org/annual-report/)
There were slave quarters on the property that no longer exist. Consider drawing outlines like at Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello. (https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/may/02/thomas-jefferson-monticelloslaves-quarters)
The Hunt Bradford House was torn down which started the historic push in Lexington. Lexingtonians realize
that important properties needed protection. There are many locations on the National Historic Register,
including Joe Bologna’s restaurant. Originally a church, its 41 beautiful stained glass windows remain intact.
Keeneland Race Course is a National Historic landmark. Waveland State Historic Site is a noted example of
Greek Revival architecture built by the grandnephew of Daniel Boone. Red Mile race track dates to 1875.
These are just a few examples. We encourage you to continue to add structures to National Historic Register.
Lexington even has a Dry Stone Conservancy that promotes and protects its heritage dry stacked stone walls.
http://www.drystone.org/why/. In other instances where you might be struggling with restorations, consider
contacting former AIB participant Tarboro, NC. Its Edgecombe County Community College’s historic
preservation curriculum trains students to conduct restorations using hands on exposure at an old home
moved to the college campus. (See https://www.edgecombe.edu/programs/business-industry-andtechnologies/historic-preservation-technology/#curriculum Contact: Monika Fleming, Program Coordinator Historic Preservation, email: flemingm@edgecombe.edu phone (252) 823-5166, ext. 241)
One historic building currently in the process of a major renovation is the Old Fayette County Court House.
The city conducted a study to repurpose the building, something
that is admirably common across Lexington. Using historic tax
credits the restoration was creatively financed. Workers
painstakingly cleaned the outside grime. On the roof dome a
recreated weathervane from the late 1800s now stands. Belowground-level arches were discovered during the excavation process;
these were used for coal deliveries (photo to the right). Full access
to the dome was restored and a glass floor will be added. With a
planned opening in 2018, 30 events are booked already in LexEffect,
an event space on the top floors.
Consider using the Courthouse dome as a theme to copy in other ways – as a pergola in a park, as a shape in a
cake, as a souvenir like a pencil sharpener. It deserves to be more of an ionic symbol of Lexington in order to
embed the concept of historic preservation. The building structure would lend itself to a light show to
commemorate its 2018 opening highlighting historical events in Lexington. A Light and Sound Experience by
Klip Collective offers an example of this idea https://www.klip.tv/projects/ (See the Nightscape display section
presented at Longwood Gardens.)
There are admittedly some very controversial historical elements to Lexington’s history that require
sensitivity; but at the same time controversy should not allow them to be ignored. A recent issue is the
handling of the statute of Civil War General John Hunt Morgan in the context of the Courthouse
reconstruction and renovation. The statute was carefully protected during construction.
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A timeline inspired monument might be used to display a more equitable presentation of Lexington history.
(http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kyfayett/fayettime.htm ) This could be something that integrates the
statue of Morgan but offers a perspective on all the elements of the town’s important history. For example, an
undulating series of limestone obelisks erected in path that includes the sculpture in its appropriate historical
position but notes other multicultural historic points from a time line carved on the obelisks, like the date Isaac
Murphy, an African American jockey was nominated as the first person in the National Museum of Racing and
Hall of Fame.
The city of Old Town Alexandria, VA created a very thoughtful, beautiful space to commemorate the discovery
of a Civil War-era freedmen graveyard that had previously been covered by a gas station and other buildings.
This website could also offer some tips about how Lexington might approach the statue issue and other
components of its Civil War past. (See https://www.alexandriava.gov/FreedmenMemorial ) If further
discussion is warranted, Centre College graduate Dr. Evan Kutzler who has studied and written on the subject
of controversy in public history could be invited to lead a community discussion http://ncph.org/history-atwork/controversial-history-at-a-southern-heritage-site/ . Lexington is unique in its efforts to solicit public
input through innovative programs like the Parking Lot Diaries.
Another structure just beginning its reconstruction is Pope Villa. Recently purchased by the Blue Grass Trust,
this home was designed by Benjamin Henry Latrobe, the architect of the US Capitol. It is waiting for a decision
on its use. Latrobe is an interesting enough historical figure that the house could be devoted to information
about him and his other architectural accomplishments. Another possibility is to devote the property to
scientists and science of Lexington, starting with Thomas Hunt Morgan, the winner of the 1933 Nobel Prize,
thereby connecting it to the Hunt Morgan house, another Blue Grass Trust property.
To expand and rotate out museum exhibit offerings, consider https://www.sites.si.edu/s/ or
https://www.sites.si.edu/s/?tabset-93d50=2. In connection with the opening of the new elevated water park
(Town Branch Park) above Thoroughbred Park you might want to consider the “Water/Ways” traveling exhibit.
Another related exhibit, since Little League started in Woodland Park would be “How Sports Shape America”,
as well as the 50’s focused “Patios, Pools and the Invention of the American Backyard.” The latter could be
displayed in conjunction with a fundraising garden tour of noteworthy backyards of Lexington.
An exchange of artifacts between the International Museum of the Horse in Lexington and the Museum of the
Horse in Chantilly France could be a great opportunity to expand on museum offerings.
http://www.domainedechantilly.com/en/accueil/great-stables/museum-horse/ particularly if the focus was
on horse-related items from around the time of Lexington’s founding in the late 1770s.
Reaching farther back into Lexington history, a fossil pit could be an addition to the Children’s Garden at the
University of Kentucky Arboretum. Young visitors to the garden really seem to like to dig. So why not dig for
something and teach archeology at the same time? Students in the university’s archeology and anthropology
program could be engaged to create a true learning experience based on the actual state of exploration in
Kentucky. (https://anthropology.as.uky.edu/anthropological-archaeology) Since many of the fossils in Kentucky
are plant-related this would certainly connect with the arboretum focus and mission.
(https://www.uky.edu/KGS/fossils/fourgroups.htm) Other communities have received dinosaur-related funding
through the United Way, Rotary and National Geographic. See https://www.nationalgeographic.org/grants
AIB participant St. Charles, IL is also considering adding a dinosaur pit to their Discovery Park Nature Center
and could be a resource for additional information.
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The judges did not hear anything about interpretative history figures. Many AIB communities have community
members who volunteer as costumed historic figures at local events and for school groups as a way to bring
home history as a more personal experience. A conversation between Henry Clay and Abraham Lincoln
focusing on their perspectives on civic responsibility and compromise could be an entertaining addition with
contemporary relevance. A sculpture featuring Henry Clay and Abraham Lincoln would also be an interesting
historical commemoration. AIB participant Ottawa, IL has a sculpture of Lincoln and Steven Douglas since it
was the site of their presidential candidate debate.
There do appear to be quite a number of different opportunities for youth participation in the history of
Lexington. These could merit a future Best Idea for Lexington in the area of Historic Preservation.
•
•

http://history.ky.gov/bring-khs-to-your-town/history-smarts/
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-kentucky/field-trips/

The following offers some additional resources in the regard: http://ncph.org/publicationsresources/educators/k-12-education/
The Kentucky Horse Park (KHP) Field Trip Program also has provided nearly 30,000 school children with a trip
to the park. KHP has limited number of paid staff. Its success is due to over 600 volunteers and interns
donating 15,000 hours to the park. These efforts should be noted under the Celebrate!/Lexington umbrella.
Several AIB communities have variations on a project where school children research a particular veteran from
a local monument or an individual on a grave stone. This introduces school children to the concept of research
and engages them with sources of local historical records, and establishes more of a connection to the
community’s history. Beautiful and historic Lexington Cemetery certainly offers many interesting people as
potential subjects in this project. Lexington Cemetery is nationally recognized as one of America’s most
beautiful arboretums and is listed on National Register of Historic Places.
Both noteworthy from an Urban Forestry standpoint but also for Historic Preservation purposes, a resident
near Gratz Park had a birthday party for the 200 year-old slippery elm on her property. This is a great idea.
Perhaps the city can have a section on its website where it acknowledges the milestone birthdays of trees or
gives residents who are 100 a tree planted in their honor, as it did for newborn babies this year.
A free app offers a Lexington walking tour highlighting the architecture of many downtown buildings. There is
even an adaptive reuse walking tour http://www.bluegrasstrust.org/PDF/LexingtonWalkingTour.pdf covering
historic properties that are now serving a different purpose. The unusual interactive Mural Challenge tour is
available at http://www.visitlex.com/things-to-do/murals/ The Blue Grass Country Driving Tour map has
detailed information with both history and equine related spots. On the flip side there is a walking tour of
downtown. The only maps that seem to be missing are a statue tour and a slave quarters and other notable
black historical sites tour.
Lexington Farmers Market has a large number of vendors and is considered one of the best in the US. The
Chew Series celebrates neighborhoods with monthly farm to table dinners. Farm to table dining is a heritage
event in Lexington. Lexington even has a local historic beverage called Ale81 created in 1926. Food is an
important part of cultural identity and history. Look for other opportunities to identify historic food ways like
hot browns or to create a new signature dessert in the shape of the Courthouse dome. Local chefs and the
Southern Foodways Alliance could be resources
https://www.southernfoodways.org/?s=kentucky&get_post_type= For a resource on slave related foodways
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see http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2017/08/01/rediscovering-african-american-roots-and-cuisine . Michael
Twitty is a culinary/cultural historian, a chef, and an interpreter at Colonial Williamsburg's Peyton Randolph
kitchen. Twitty recently appeared on NPR's On Point to discuss his latest book, The Cooking Gene: A Journey
Through African-American Culinary History in the Old South and his views on antebellum southern history.
There are more than 45 events listed in the Visit Lex brochure annually including the spring Blue Grass Trust
Antiques and Garden Show at the KHP. The judges visited Woodland Park that has a significant art fair each
August that brings in 200-300 vendors. The park also has a fun event called the Dog Paddle where 850 dogs
race in the pool to raise money the day the pool closes for the year.
The Rolex Kentucky three day event involves 2,000 volunteers and features the same riders competing across
multiple disciplines. This 100th anniversary year, Man O’War themed events include a movie night and special
exhibits, and youth-focused events.
There are many, many festivals but in searching we didn’t see anything in tourist literature or online that was
themed with Blue… the heritage color of Lexington… that would include tasting things made of blueberries,
blueberry pie eating contest, blue snow cones, the bluest horse contest, how to plant bluegrass demos and
other lawn care, (like a mower exchange project information display and other Lexington environmental
conservation efforts), bluegrass music or the blues of jazz, “paint it blue” - a community-generated mural
sponsored by local hardware store or big box chain painted in blue tones …maybe even a Smurf movie or
cartoons projected on a large screen.
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6. Overall Impression
Max points

Actual Score

Lack of litter and graffiti. Maintenance of public open spaces, medians and boulevard strips,
streets, sidewalks, walking and biking trails, curbs, ditches, road shoulders, unattended and
vacant lots, buildings, garbage/recycling receptacles; lack of weeds, dog waste policies and
receptacles, notices/posters appropriately displayed, vandalism not evident. Maintenance of the
hardscape: walls, lamp posts, benches, playgrounds, etc. Appropriate use and placement of
sculpture, public art, wayfinding signs, graphic elements such as banners, signs and murals.
Municipal
Overall cleanliness

10

9

Maintenance of public roads and shoulders

10

9

Condition of public buildings and properties

10

8.5

10

9

Overall cleanliness

20

18.5

Condition of buildings and properties

20

18

Overall cleanliness

10

8.5

Condition of buildings and properties

10

8

Participation in clean-up efforts, adopt-a-spot, annual cleanup days, etc.

15

14

Recognition of volunteer efforts

10

9.5

125.00

112.00

Impact of graphic elements - banners, wayfinding signs, murals, etc.
Business

Residential

Community Involvement

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them)

Observations and Recommendations:
Lexington is a city on the cusp of completing exciting new developments throughout the downtown area. Two
new parks will connect to 22 miles of trail. Plantings will include lots of natives and bio swales that mimic the
limestone foundation of Lexington. The new Town Branch Park will offer up a “reinterpretation” of water. A
separate bike lane will be introduced. Funding is already allocated through a TIGER Grant from the US
Department of Transportation. TIGER Discretionary Grants are awarded in a competitive process to applicants
who detail the benefits their project would deliver for five long-term outcomes: safety, economic
competitiveness, state of good repair, quality of life and environmental sustainability. Seeing the
implementation of these plans will be worth a return visit in and of themselves.
Lexington is not without current charms. The impactful and stunning water feature in Triangle Park echoes the
sweeping elegance of the Lexington country side. It is uniquely energizing and adds significantly to a feeling of
vibrancy in the city.
The community is innovative in its attempts to control litter. To combat panhandlers in the city, it worked to
employed them in waste control. Starting with a public service announcement asking to people to give
instead to Lex.org along with an ordinance on public safety, the city sought to reduce the number of
panhandlers. They receive a salary above minimum wage to clean up areas.
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In terms of roadways, generally streets are clean. New innovations include a double round about double cross
over diamond that is first one in Kentucky. Its implementation cut crashes by 60%. A Kroger grocery store with
roof top parking to reduce asphalt is also a relatively new addition.
There were many relatively recent improvement projects due to the
Breeders Cup. Lexington received $62,000 from a corporate sponsor
and $300,000 from the city. Medians are planted along the interstate
and along the entrance to the airport. Grass medians will be added
on Highway 68.
Weeds are always a challenge especially this year. The city does clean
the curbs with string trimmers when weeds pop up. While city property is well maintained, there were some
weedy building lots on the way to visit Isaac Murphy Memorial Park with it new art sculpture. There were also
higher levels of weeds near the JM Smucker Company.
Walking and biking trails around the IBM property are nicely done. However, overall Lexington does not have
high walkability scores and is considered a car dependent city, though scores within sections of the city vary
widely. (See http://www.walkscore.com/KY/Lexington-Fayette). It is exciting to hear that new development
plans include plans to connect trail segments.
Thoroughbred Park was installed and is run by a private foundation. While litter was not evident, one could
see that it was not managed by the Parks Authority because it was not quite up to the high standard of other
areas in the city. There was some deterioration of the brick edging and walkway in Gratz Park. Repairs could be
funded by commemorative brick purchases. There have also been previous fundraisers involving different
painted items. Painted fence posts from horse farm fencing could be a way to generate funds as well. A
painted fencepost might be a less expensive auction item with broader appeal and more easily placed in
someone’s garden than a barrel or animal.
We encourage you to look for a consistent treatment of waste receptacles.
The photo is of recently acquired containers in St. Charles, IL that match the
city street décor and have recycling combined with regular trash, thereby
encouraging separation of recyclables. In other non-urban locations the
containers look more rustic.
On one section of Main Street near the Courthouse there was a significant
amount of pigeon debris to the extent it was a safety hazard. As the newly
cleaned Courthouse nears completion, that work may be in vain if measures
are not put in place to control the pigeon population. The following offers comprehensive information about
addressing the issue. https://southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/health-topics/pigeons.php
Some park locations have dog waste removal bags, but this effort needs to be extended to all parks, as one
park did have dog waste. Here is one potential source of money for this project expansion,
http://askhrgreen.org/pet-waste-station-grant/. Communities have also funded these efforts through custom
license plate sales. The annual Dog Paddle in Woodland Park might also be a source of funding.
The addition of a butterfly shaped bench to the Children’s Garden would complete the pollinator theme and offer
a place for parents to sit while their children play. Here is a combined link of some currently available styles. The
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one pictured is from the Hershey Gardens in Hershey, PA.
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&fieldkeywords=metal%20butterfly%20chair&linkCode=ur2&rh=n%3A2972638011%2Ck%3Ametal%20butterfly%20
chair&tag=monabuttgard-20&url=search-alias%3Dlawngarden&linkId=TVZWIBO6YFHRWL5I
Wayfinding signage is excellent in Lexington. The community is also currently experimenting with new signs
that contain LED illumination within the sign for better visibility at night. This is a useful innovation as the
population ages. Meanwhile, we note that the location of the Lexington AIB sign makes it hard to read.
Consider moving it further up by a traffic light where people are stopped so they can read it. Consider installing
a historic light at W Second and Broadway.
Art in Lexington abounds. There are many types of murals covering a variety of subjects. During the judges
visit a brand new mural of revered horse Man O’War went up that commemorates a 1920 Belmont Stakes
win. It was well done and covers the unevenness of the brick wall expertly. A trompe d’oeil bridge mural
greets people as they leave downtown Lexington on the way to the airport. Non-Profit PRHBTN (Prohibition)
brings in artists to do murals and other edgy public art from all over the world
http://www.prhbtn.com/murals/. There was even a nice mural painted on the inside glass in a downtown
empty storefront. One or two more murals that commemorate the history of Lexington would balance out the
variety.
Sculptures are also evident. The series of racing horses in Thoroughbred Park is a striking example full of life
and energy. A number of years ago a painted horse fundraising effort took place. There was also a fundraiser
involving painted whiskey barrels. In a local strip mall the Habitat ReStore has a rain garden where one of the
horse sculptures still brightens the area. “Art in Motion” has another project to create innovative bus stop
shelters. The tour passed one insulated by old soda bottles arranged in an interesting pattern.
While the judges did not certainly see every sculpture in Lexington, this artist’s work came to mind when
viewing the other sculptures and seems to be in keeping with the aesthetic of Lexington
https://artefuse.com/2014/09/18/new-sculptures-by-deborah-butterfield-at-danese-corey-123550/ Her work
is in the Meijer Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids, MI and on the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC. Kevin Box is
another outdoor artist that constructs origami-style horse sculptures. http://outsidetheboxstudio.com/oig/ A
large horse topiary would be fun and could perhaps be established by horticulture students at the University of
Kentucky.
Lexington is a lovely city and will be a fabulous venue for the 2018 AIB Symposium and Awards Program.
Congratulations on already receiving an award for your efforts to bring in additional tourism.
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Checklist:
Yes No
x

N/A

x

Were the judges given a Community Profile, Evaluation Tour Itinerary, and map
prior to their arrival?
Did the Evaluation Tour Itinerary provide for experiencing a representative crosssection of the community?
Were the guides knowledgeable about the community and horticultural aspects?

x

Were the judges able to modify the schedule if needed?

x

x

Did the judges meet with the media?

x

Did the judges meet with municipal leaders?

x

Were the judges asked to give presentations?

x

Were the judges able to meet with and talk to volunteers?

x

Was enough time allotted to complete the Evaluation Report in a quiet place?
x

x

Were you informed about pollinator gardens? How many? (Please use comments
section to add details if necessary.) We saw four: one in the UK Arboretum’s
Children’s Garden, a milkweed trial garden in the arboretum, a garden at
McConnell Springs, and a long strip along a roadway.
Was there a wrap-up session at the end of the tour?

DEFINITIONS (determined by who owns and/or manages the property):
Municipal - city hall and other municipal properties, parks and open spaces, roads, roadsides, sidewalks, public
cemeteries, public schools/universities/colleges, sports facilities, empty lots and brownfields, libraries, hospitals, public
railway and bus stations
Business - commercial and industrial sectors, shopping centers, stores, office buildings, restaurants, mixed use
developments, service stations, private railway and bus stations, plant nurseries, garden centers, assisted living/nursing
home/graduated care facilities, apartment buildings, hotels, private hospitals, churches, not for profit/civic
organizations, private cemeteries, private schools/universities/colleges, residential common areas managed by
associations
Residential - single family residences, town houses, individual homes in planned/gated/manufactured home
communities, residential neighborhoods or developments
Community Involvement - volunteer efforts by individuals, clubs, youth groups, church groups, civic organizations,
volunteer municipal boards, and social clubs for community enhancement
DISCLAIMER:
All information is given to the best of America in Bloom’s knowledge and is believed to be accurate. Your conditions of
use and application of recommendations and/or suggested products are beyond our control. There is no warranty
expressed or implied regarding the accuracy of any given data or statements. America in Bloom specifically disclaims any
responsibility or liability relating to the use of the recommendations and/or suggested products and shall under no
circumstances whatsoever, be liable for any special, incidental or consequential damages which may arise from such
use.
Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or service by trade named trademark manufacturer or
otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by America in Bloom.
The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes.
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COMMENTS ON MATERIALS PROVIDED IN ADVANCE OF THE JUDGES VISIT:
Thank you for the Visit Lex Lexington Urban Area map and the Bluegrass Area Development District Lexington
Downtown map to provide a sense of regional location and specific tour routes for our visit. These helped tremendously
with tour content orientation and organization of thoughts, and gave us a good expectation of how we would tour such
a large community. We recommend you provide these to the AIB office as inserts to the registration packets for all
persons attending the 2018 AIB Symposium.
The community profile presentation is well written and comprehensive. It makes an excellent presentation for the
judges, and caused us to wonder how we would be able to see it all. Of course, in a community of this size we could not;
but the judges’ tour itinerary was excellent and successfully complemented the community and the 2017 Community
Profile. It was particularly pleasing to see in the Profile each criterion with specific sections designated for municipal,
business, and residential concerns. Be sure to include community involvement in each criterion section, as well, and
particularly include descriptions of youth programming for each of the criteria.
The profile succinctly describes the multiple aspects of your AIBLex program and is a testament to the effectiveness of
its committee members. However, there is absence of the names and affiliations of those people who comprise AIB Lex;
and it would be nice to see a group picture with their names and particular criterion in caption. We feel they deserve your
recognition, and judges would have advance introduction.
Your Best Idea – Celebrate Lexington! is indeed a very good idea. It complements the entire programming vision and
mission of America in Bloom, especially with the Community Champion Award presented to Isabel Yates, and because it
was a follow through on a previous evaluation recommendation. A doubly great event/project! We hope most of those
sixty community leaders will be able to attend and be recognized at the 2018 AIB Symposium and Awards Program. We
know it takes a lot of work to plan and implement such a gathering, and hope it can be repeated. You described that the
Garden Club sponsored a bi-annual Garden Contest for Residents, and perhaps Celebrate Lexington could become a
collaborative project ‘alternate year event’ for both groups to become more interactive.
The miniature 2016 profile brochure sample was particularly impressive because if it's ease-of-use. This would be an
excellent hand out resource for advertising your AIBLex programming to potential cooperative organizations and
agencies.
We thank you dearly for a tree-mendous judging experience.
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2017 Community Recognitions
Community: Lexington, KY
Recognized Criterion: Overall Impression
With lovingly maintained historic structures, intriguing and varied public art, close-in peaceful countryside
and community green space, Lexington seems to have it all. New improvements and thoughtful
renovations currently in process lend an air of excitement and anticipation that there is even more to
come. The impactful and stunning water feature in Triangle Park echoes the sweeping elegance of the
Lexington country side. It is uniquely energizing and adds significantly to a feeling of vibrancy in the city.
Art in Lexington abounds. There are many types of murals covering a variety of subjects. During the
judges visit a brand new mural of revered horse Man O’War went up that commemorates a 1920
Belmont Stakes win. Wayfinding signage is excellent in Lexington. These highlights and much more make
Lexington a fantastic venue for the 2018 AIB symposium and awards ceremony.

Noteworthy Project or Initiative: Hanging Basket Comparison Test
The downtown Lexington flowering container “test” was unique in our judging experience. This year the
Parks Department has normal hanging baskets on one side of Main Street and 20 new water-saving
containers on the other. The twenty new baskets for this experimental demonstration came from
Eckert’s Greenhouses and were purchased during the Showcase of Innovation at the 2016 AIB
Symposium. The hanging baskets on both sides of the streets were doing well during the judges’ visit and
although no obvious drastic differences were noticeable, a few of the new water-wise baskets looked
slightly better in the judges’ opinion.
The new 20 baskets have needed irrigation only 4 days a week; the 131 old style containers are watered 7
days a week. The obvious advantage is that a little less than 50% of the water is conserved; but that also
means that less labor is expended. Double Savings!
America in Bloom
PO Box 44005 Columbus, OH 43204 ● (614) 453-0744
www.AmericaInBloom.org ● aib@AmericaInBloom.org
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